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or the commercial formaldehyd. Thorough cocainization is required before 
making the application, which is always irritant to the mucous membrane. 
4 per cent, solution of cocaine is sufficient for the weaker applications, but 
the stronger ones may require even 20 per cent, of cocaine. The parts are 
thoroughly rubbed with the medicament, and applications are made about 
twice weekly. In the intervals the larynx may be cleansed with a spray of 
hydrogen dioxide followed by insufflations of iodoform or protonuclein once 
or twice daily. 

A few cases are narrated in support of the merits claimed for thi« treat¬ 
ment 


Perichondritis of the Larynx. 

Dr. H. S. Bibkett, of Montreal, reports {New York Medical Journal, 1896, 
No. 929) a case of acute perichondritis involving the left crico-arytenoid joint 
occurring during an attack of gonorrhoeal rheumatism. 
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The Significance of the So called Epidermis-spirals. 

As the result of their investigation of these structures Herxheimer and 
Muller arrive at the following conclusions {Archiv fur Dermatologic und 
Syphilis, xxxvi. Bd., 1 and 2 Heft): a part of the spirals represents shrunken 
cell-contours produced artificially by the various agents employed in the 
Weigert fibrin-staining method ; a part, especially that previously described 
as tuft-like, is identical with the protoplasm-fibres of the epithelium. The 
expression protoplasm-fibres is used to indicate fibres which traverse the pro¬ 
toplasm. Whether these are to be regarded as differentiated protoplasm in 
the same sense as the fat of the fat-cells, or the pigment of the pigment-cells, 
is not determined. 

Tuberculosis and Diseases of the Skin. 

In a paper presented at the Third International Congress of Dermatology 
and Syphilis ( Annales de Dermatologic et dc Syphiligraphie, 1896, Nos. 8, 9) 
Hallopeau discussed the relationship between tuberculosis and diseases of 
the skin other than lupus vulgaris. The tuberculous nature of any cuta- 
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neous affection may be affirmed from the presence of any one of the four fol¬ 
lowing characteristics: (!) The possibility of transmitting tuberculosis by 
the serial inoculation of morbid products; (2) The presence of the charac¬ 
teristic bacilli in the affected tissue; (3) Intrainoculation— i. e., the produc¬ 
tion of a dermatosis by the proliferation of alterations clearly tuberculous, 
and, reciprocally, the production of tuberculosis consecutively to the develop¬ 
ment of tliis dermatosis; (4) The appearance of differentiated eruptions, 
such as lichen scrofulosorum, under the influence of inoculations of tuberculin. 

The diversity of form which cutaneous tuberculosis presents is to be ex¬ 
plained by the complex structure of the skin; the various ways in which 
the individual, under the influence of heredity or acquired peculiarities, 
reacts under the influence of tuberculous infection; age, and, Anally, the 
form under which the infectious agent presents itself. This agent is most 
commonly a bacillus identical with that of Koch. This bacillus may be 
modified, however, so that it has little tendency to multiply, and is with 
difficulty inoculabie. While the bacilli can, without doubt, act mechani¬ 
cally, yet it is through the intermediation of the toxins which they produce 
that their action is to be explained. In all probability the infectious agent 
of tuberculosis may present itself under a form distinct from the bacillus. 

The non-bacillary forms of cutaneous tuberculosis are distinguished by 
their destructive, invading character, and by the production of toxins which 
diffuse themselves throughout the greater part of the integument and pro¬ 
duce there a special reaction; by not being heteroinoculable; and by pre¬ 
senting a structure distinct from that of other tuberculous lesions. The 
pathogenic toxins may proceed from foci remote from the regions in which 
they are localized. The dermatoses due to toxins are distinguished by their 
occurrence in those attacked by tuberculosis, by not being of a destructive 
character, by readily yielding to treatment, and by not being heteroinocu¬ 
lable. 

The forms of cutaneous tuberculosis due to bacilli are lupus sclereux (Vidal) 
or tuberculosis verrucosa (Riehl and Paltauf), anatomical tubercle, tuber¬ 
culous gumma, tuberculous tumor, tuberculous ulcer, suppurative tuber¬ 
culoses. Those probably produced by a microbic form distinct from the 
ordinary bacillus are lupus erythematosus and lupus pernio. As due to 
toxins emanating from distant foci are to be considered lichen scrofulosorum, 
acne cachectica, isolated or agminate folliculitis in plaques extending eccen¬ 
trically, papulovesicular tuberculoses, tuberculous erythemata. 

Am ong diseases which find in tuberculosis a favorable soil for their de¬ 
velopment may be mentioned pityriasis versicolor, pityriasis rubra, and, 
perhaps, some forms of eczema. 

In the treatment of cutaneous tuberculosis ablation and cauterization are 
the most efficacious methods. 

Influence of Acute Specific Diseases on Leprosy. 

P. E. Todd {Brit. Med. Journ., June 20,1896), who is medical officer in 
charge of the Leper Institution, Robben Island, Cape of Good Hope, pub¬ 
lishes information designed to show what influence certain acute specific dis¬ 
eases may have upon the course of leprosy. Of thfe lepers who contracted 
erysipelas, seven died of this disease; 36 per cent of those who contracted 



